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friends, under the title ' Enquiry concerning Virtue and
Merit.' In a fit of indiscreet zeal, Toland, who admired
the essay and the man, had taken this unwarrantable
liberty; not only leaving its crudeness of conception and
faults of style uncorrected, but adding to them others of his
own. It was not till it reappeared in the three volumes of
collected writings, published in 1711 under the name
'Characteristics,' that this essay received the author's
correctionSj and could be fairly quoted in evidence of his
opinions. It is by far the most important of his pro-
ductions, as an exposition of his moral theory.

Though, on his accession to the peerage, he still kept
aloof from official life, his advice was often sought by the
king, and his vote, on critical occasions, always ready for
his ministers. The foreign policy of William, constructed
from a continental rather than an English point of view,
had involved engagements and expenses which had long
made him unpopular, and when, on the eve of the Spanish
king's (Charles II.) demise without natural successor, he
proposed, in order to adjust by compromise the rival pre-
tensions of the Emperor, of France, and of Bavaria, and
twice carried to the point of acceptance, treaties for the
partition of the inheritance, the national repugnance was
strongly declared; the more so when it appeared that the
dying monarch's government had never been consulted,
and that, to resent this insult and secure the integrity of
his dominions, he had bequeathed them all to the French
competitor, the Duke of Anjou, grandson of Louis XIV.
This, however, was not known till the death of Charles
brought his will to light in November, 1701. Two months
before, William had busied himself with forming a triple
alliance, of England, Holland, and the Emperor, for en-
forcement of the recent treaty of partition; and, to give it
effect, he needed the sanction of Parliament. This was not
easy to obtain; for the election of the previous February
had returned a Tory majority, hostile to the measures
of the king; and the feeling of the Upper House was